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From The Deacons Bench 
 
We hope that all of you have enjoyed the fun things of November, the INH families being here, the Progressive 
Dinner, the Coffeehouse performance and Thanksgiving with family and friends.  Since this is the season for 
thanks we’d like to share a few of the things for which we are most thankful.  It begins with our church and the 
church family that so lovingly cares for our building and our affairs.  From the people that take care that flowers 
are planted and the lawn is mown, to the folks that count our offering each week to those that are on one or 
more boards or committees that see to the running of our church, we give thanks.  To those that change our altar 
cloths and to that someone that makes sure the candles are ready for lighting and the Acolytes are dressed for 
their job and those who make sure that the church is prepared for every season, we give thanks.  We are blessed 
that so many people work so hard all year round to keep our place of worship in the best shape possible.  For all 
of this and more we are truly grateful!   
 
We would once again like to thank Stanley Barrows for his donation in his brother Ernie’s name, which 
allowed us to purchase new beds for our IHN families and the hosts who stay each night.   Bill Tougas was able 
to get all of the beds delivered to the church for our guests to sleep on. 
 
We hope that you have enjoyed having pictures of our church family at work and hope to provide them on a 
regular basis.  Thanks to Bill Tougas who has graciously made an effort to get them into the computer for our 
viewing.   
 
As we enter into Advent we have begun to feel the excitement growing as we Christians prepare to celebrate the 
birth of our Lord and Savior.  Jason has prepared a wonderful Christmas Eve service using the theme “Show us 
who You are” and will be preaching from the Scriptures involved throughout the Advent season.   
 
The board of Deacons would like to wish the entire church family a blessed holiday season.  We hope that you 
will find a feeling of wonder as we worship together at this most special time in our Christian lives. 
 
Signing off with great hope for the future of our church,  
 
Nick Paternostro and Pam Dunham 
  
 
 

Weather Emergency Information  
 

If we need to cancel worship services due to inclement weather, please tune into Channel 5 or Channel 7 or if 
you have internet access log onto the churches website and it will have the latest up-to-date information.   
 



Autumn Leaves Fair 
 

Yes, it’s over for another year!  Another very successful All Church Fair.  Special thanks to each and everyone 
of you.  You make the Autumn Leaves Fair the success that it continues to be.  With everyone doing their part, 
it all comes together.  As of November 11th the total earned is almost $6,000.  That is fantastic!  Give 
yourself a pat on the back for a “Job Well Done”. 
 

Remember the Christmas Boutique, December 5th.  We will be having the Cookie Walk as we have for the 
past few years.  Please make a batch (or 2) of cookies as well as something for the Food Table.  We will be 
selling wreaths again this year for $10.  If you would like to order ahead, please leave a message with Linda 
in the Church Office.  This is your last opportunity to finish up your Holiday Gift shopping!  Adding another 
$1000 would be great. Our Church budget sure could use it! 
 

Again THANKS TO ALL OF YOU! 
 

The Pecans have arrived!  If you would like to purchase any, please stop by the Church 
Office.  They are $7 for a l-lb bag.   
 

God Bless you all. 
 
Irene  
 

Christmas Boutique 
And 

Bake Sale 
 

Saturday, December 5th     
10 AM – 1 PM 

 

We hope that you are planning to attend and do some more holiday shopping for handcrafted items and/or 
decorative items, etc.   
 

Again this year, we will have a Cookie Walk and you may “fill-a-can”  with your choice of cookies! 
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Our Church School Children will be performing their annual Christmas Pageant.  It will take place on 
December 13th during our regular 9:30 AM Worship Service.  Everyone is invited to the Parlor, following the 
pageant, for a cookie reception.   
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Christmas Eve 
 
Again, this year we will have one Christmas Eve service at 9:00 PM.  It will be a family friendly “Candlelight” 
Service. 

The Nursery will be open for children 2 years of age and under. 
 

Please plan to join us for this very special service. 
 

 
 

 

Theta Phi Delta  
“Annual Christmas Party” 

 

The women of Theta Phi Delta will meet on Monday, December 7th for their Annual Christmas Dinner and Gift 
Exchange. 

Dinner will be at 6:30 PM followed by the business meeting. Dessert and the gift exchange will conclude the 
evening. 

Everyone is reminded that if they wish to participate in the gift exchange that they bring a wrapped $10.00 Gift 
Certificate to any store, restaurant, or service that they wish. Only those who bring a gift will exchange gifts. 

There will be no scheduled meeting in January or February. The next meeting will be on Mon., March 1, 2010. 

 
Thrift  Shop 

 
OPEN Tuesdays 10 AM - 4 PM  

 

There’s still time to find Stocking Stuffers at the THRIFT SHOP!  
We will be open Tuesday, December 1st for ½ Price Day! 

and on Tuesday, December 8th for BAG DAY ! 

In addition, we will be open Tuesday, December 15th for a Sale on Christmas items and 
Winter Clothing.  

We will be CLOSED until January 26th 

Note: We will accept clothes on any day we are open. We ask that they be clean, from a smoke free 
environment, and have more than a few memories left in them!! We do not take electronics, vhs players, 
telephones, computers or printers. Small household appliances are acceptable if in working condition. We 
appreciate your contributions and hope you will comply with our restrictions.  Thank you! 

 



Missions News 
Missions are alive & growing in the Federated Church!  It’s truly an exciting time to serve the Lord through the 
IHN (Interfaith Hospitality Network).  As I write this we are preparing to host four families (14 people) this 
week, Nov. 15-22.  Volunteers are setting up and making beds, getting ready for the families who will live in 
our church for the week.  Many hands make light work, as we share in preparing & serving meals, sitting down 
and fellowshipping together.  Even the youth and children are involved, as they come to eat and play with the 
children who will be guests.  Thank you to everyone who is involved in this wonderful mission experience and 
to our coordinators - Lois Tougas & Lavonne Krishnan.  Special thanks to Stanley Barrows & Family  
whose donation to the Deacons, in memory of Ernie Barrows, purchased the new beds for our IHN guests to 
sleep in while they are at our church.�

Missions also means giving of our treasure and we do that well too!  There are three special offerings each year, 
One Great Hour of Sharing, during Lent; World Communion Offering in October – this year our offering 
totaled $888! and the Christmas Offering for Retired Ministers and Missionaries - RMMO. These offerings are 
split three ways and given equally to the American Baptist, the UCC and the United Methodist denominations 
to be distributed as needed.�

The Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering will be taken at our Christmas Eve Service.  This is a “People 
Offering”- given by people for people, rather than for programs, resources, budgets, and buildings.  The RMMO 
provides you with a way to say thank you and provide financial assistance to the retired ministers, missionaries 
and their widowed spouses who supported you in times of need, guided you on your spiritual journey and 
provided inspiration. Think of the ministers who have served you during your lifetime and say thank you by 
giving generously.�

The Missions Committee continues to support the Ashland Food Pantry with your Brown Bag donations 
brought in on the 3rd Sunday of each month, supplemented with $200 of the local missions pledges.  We also 
make and serve a meal at the Crossroads Shelter in downtown Framingham on the 4th Wednesday of each 
month and the Women’s Shelter in Ashland, the 3rd Thursday of each month.  Thank you to all who faithfully 
contribute to this ongoing mission effort, especially to Mark & Dee Heaton and Liz Shuter. 

Another wonderful missions tradition is our mitten tree.  Please bring in hats, gloves and mittens, adult and 
children’s sizes for our tree. We will deliver them to the shelters we serve and to the Ashland Food Pantry.�

Wishing you all a joyous Christmas,�

Vickie Mancini                                                                                                                                                        
Missions Chairperson�

 

 

Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering 
 

PLEASE keep in mind the Missions Committee takes a special collection on Christmas Eve for the Retired 
Ministers and Missionaries.  Envelopes will be available in the pews! 
 
 



A Note From Hospitality 
 
What a November.  After the Fair, Progressive Dinner, Pie Sale, Fruit Baskets, etc.., we are all ready for a 
break.  Not so fast!!!  Hospitality will keep going.  We have much to do. 
 
Our Cookie Sale will be on December 20th to help you fill in your Holiday cookie platters or just satisfy your 
sweet tooth, Poinsettia Sunday is also the same day!!!!  Please get your orders in as soon as possible.   
 
After the sometimes crazy hectic schedule of December get ready to enjoy the first of our Community Suppers 
which is scheduled for January 31st?  Football off week in case anyone was worried!!!!!  We hope to see all of 
you there. 
 
May God bless you and keep you safe through this holiday season. 
 
Nick Paternostro, Melanie Conner, Peg Daly, Margot Ellsworth, Bob Ethier and Dee Heaton 
 

 

 
COMMUNITY  SUPPER 

 

Sunday, January 31st     
Upstairs in Fellowship Hall 

Supper will be served from 5-7 PM 
 

Donation - $5.00 per person 
 

Reservations would be appreciated… 
Please call the Office at 508-881-1355 

 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 
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Financial Summary – July 1st thru November 17th 2009 
 

Income from Pledges $34,654.98 (Anticipated $34,179.54) 
Income from all other sources $9,449.60 
Total Income 44,104.58, Expenses $46,360.66 
Expenses exceeded income by $2,256.08 (Loss) 

 
To help avoid a cash flow problem, please keep your pledges up to date. 
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“Poinsettia Sunday” 
 

Please use this form to order your poinsettia for the altar for “Poinsettia Sunday” December 20th. 
 

YOUR NAME:________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________ 
 
                     TELEPHONE NUMBER:____________________________ 
 
 

Please Complete Information  Below: 
 

Please indicate number of plants ordered    ________ 
 

1.  Flowers may be given “In Memory of”:  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
      Please print Name(s) 
 
                                                                             OR 
  Flowers may be given “ In Honor of”: 

           Please print name(s) 
 

**Please be sure to use the correct line above** 
 

2.  Do you wish to have them delivered to a sick or shut-in?    Yes____           No_____ 
 
3. How do you wish to have your name appear in the bulletin under the heading  “Given by”? 
 

      _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
You will be billed directly by Talvy Florist.  The price of each plant is $15.  If you wish to take your plant home 
with you, please do so, following our worship service on December 20th.   
 

Please drop this form in the collection plate or leave it in the Church Office. 
 

Thank you! 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 Notes from the Christian Education Coordinator: 
                                                      The Christmas Pag The Christmas Pageant this year is the:  
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The Christmas Pageant  
will be during the worship  
service on December 13th�

A cookie reception will follow.�
�
�
 

There will be a special Christmas Activity during the Sunday school time on December 
20th.  There will be no Sunday School Activities or Nursery on Sunday, December 27th.   
�

 
 

Christian Education is sponsoring a Joe Corbi Pizza/Cookie Dough  
fundraiser this winter.  You may purchase products from representatives from the CE 
Committee/Sunday School beginning December 1 st through December 20 th.  The products you 
order will be delivered the week of January 11 th.  All products are under $20 each, and are 
delicious! Samples will be available, and you will be able to see full color pictures of the 
products before you order.  All orders must be prep aid, and checks made out to: Federated 

Church of Ashland.  Proceeds will go towards the ch urch 
budget.  Many members of the CE 
committee have tried these 
products before, and find them to 
be quite tasty, and a good value! 
We are sure you will enjoy them. 
They are baked fresh for our delivery. 
 

 
 

Nursery/Preschool Volunteers Needed 
    We only have seven volunteers right now, and can use more.  Thank you for being willing to help.   

We need a few more, so that each volunteer can work in the nursery fewer than every four 
weeks.  Please help out when you can! Talk to Chris Taylor or Steve Howard if you can help 
out. 

 
 
 


